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life time of the Prophet or some time afterwards.
The Arabs, however, thought seriously of India
only wh'en they got a foothold in Persia. The
matter was further brought to a head because over
the Arabian Sea roamed the pirates from Sind.
These made travelling very unsafe. So an ex-
pedition of about six thousand men was sent
tinder the command of Muhammad Kasim, a
young man of twenty* Within three years he con-
quered almost the whole of the territory from the
mouth of the Indus to the frontier of Kashmir,
This marked the beginning of the Muslim con-
quest of India, We are not, however, concerned
with the political, economic, or administrative
aspects of this conquest. We want to study only
the cultural effects of the Muslim connections
with India. These, as everyone knows, have been
many. Sir Jadunath Sarkar has shown that the
gifts of the Muslims to India have been as many
as tm. In the first place, India came to re-estab-
lish touch with the outer worid which it had lost
for some time* India, then, did not remain aloof
from the currents of world life but became a
part of them. This happened especially because
India came to have again a navy of its own. For
some time at least, India enjoyed peace and had
the Muslim type of good administration. One
resuk of all this was that die arts in India, began to
devdop. Many industries such as shawl

iad muslin making were promoted, and a new